736                             ST PAUL, APOSTLE                       [JUNE 30

of sands or rocks, they let down four anchors and earnestly wished for
day. The sailors laid a plot to save themselves in the boat, which they
privately let down; but St Paul informed the centurion of their design
and advised him to prevent such an accident, for the rest must have been
left to perish if no one remained capable of steering the vessel. The
soldiers therefore cut the ropes which held up the boat on the side of the
ship and let it fall into the sea, that the sailors might not be able to leave
the vessel. The apostle comforted the company by repeating the strongest
assurances that not one of them should be lost, nor so much as a hair of
any man's head perish. For fourteen days they had ate next to nothing;
he therefore persuaded them to take some nourishment cheerfully; and
when they had all plentifully refreshed themselves they threw the rest of
the provisions into the sea to lighten the vessel. When it was day they
descried land, and weighing anchor made for shore up a creek, but un-
expectedly fell into a place where two currents of the sea meet. There the
vessel run aground and, the head of the ship being fixed in a sand-bank,
the stern was broke to pieces by the violence of the waves, and the vessel
bulged. In this extremity the soldiers were for killing the prisoners, lest
they should escape upon coming to land; but the centurion, being desirous
to save Paul, would not suffer it; and the whole company arrived safe on
shore, some by swimming, others on planks of the vessel. 4t Behold," says
St Chrysostom,1 " what it is to live in the company of a saint, though a
prisoner, and to have him a protector in all dangers."

The land they had made to was the island of Malta, which was then
subject to the Romans. The inhabitants treated the distressed strangers
with great humanity, making for them large fires to dry their clothes
and cherish their limbs, which were benumbed with cold. While St Paul
was busied in throwing a bundle of sticks on the fire, a viper, dislodged
by the heat, came out of the wood and fastened on his hand; but he shook
it off into the flames without receiving any hurt. The people expected he
would swell soon, drop down, and die, and cried out he must be some
murderer pursued by divine vengeance. But seeing the miraculous event,
they said he must sure be some god. Publius, the principal person in the
island, probably the Roman governor, entertained the whole crew at his
House for three days with great kindness. His hospitality was recompensed;
for h:s father being at that time sick of a fever and dysentery, St Paul
went in, prayed, laid his hands on him, and restored him to his health.
When this was reported abroad, others brought their sick to the apostle
and they were cured by him. This made the islanders honour their guests
exceedingly and furnish them with plenty of all necessary provisions. After
three months' stay in this island, St Paul and his company set sail for Rome
in an Alexandrian vessel, named the Castor and Pollux, which had lain
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